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The Chassiron Lighthouse Garden

At the foot of the Chassiron lighthouse, you can discover 
a unique garden created in 2007.

Seen from above, it represents a compass rose indicating 
the four cardinal points.

It is divided into two parts: to the north, the contemporary 
garden pays tribute to shipwrecks, and to the south, the 
traditional garden features a vegetable garden and 
vineyards. During the work, the original structure, with 
its crown of protective trees and charcoal hedges, was 
preserved.



The contemporary garden

The northern half of the garden consists of grasses, 
which sway in the wind, and rockery plants.

In some places, stones are placed vertically to symbolise 
shipwrecks stranded on the pebbles at the foot of the 
cliff.



The traditional garden

A rose garden is located in the southern 
half of the garden. The 21 varieties of roses 
that make it up bring colour and a sweet 
fragrance in spring. There is also a large fig 
tree, twisted by the wind, which has forced 
it to grow crookedly. Finally, a vineyard 
serves as a reminder of the wine-growing 
history of the island of Oléron.

Did you know ?
There are palm trees in the garden. They symbolise 

the journeys of 17th-century explorers arriving in 

Rochefort. The first thing they saw when they 

arrived from their voyage was the Chassiron light 

tower, built in 1685.



The vegetable garden

In order to be self-sufficient, the former lighthouse keepers 
cultivated a vegetable garden. When the garden was 
created in 2007, a vegetable garden was recreated in 

keeping with the crops grown at the time 
of the lighthouse keepers.

It features traditional vegetables such 
as tomatoes, cabbages, courgettes and 
aubergines. Part of the vegetable garden 
is devoted to herbs, which are perennial 
plants, meaning they continue to grow and 
flower year after year.

strawberry

tomato cauliflower celery

pumpkin courgette



The Garden of Remembrance

As you stroll through the garden, you will notice plaques 
with inscriptions on the ground. These plaques pay 
tribute to ships that were wrecked near Chassiron, 
indicating their names and the dates of their accidents.

One accident in particular left a lasting impression on the 
local population: the sinking of the Port Calédonia on 2 
December 1924. A model of the ship has been installed 
in the pond, pointing in the direction of the wreck at sea.



Maintenance

In order to preserve natural 
resources and biodiversity, 
plants have been chosen 
because they are resistant 
to drought and disease.

The gardeners who work at 
the lighthouse do not use 
chemicals, but prefer to 
help nature defend itself.

And now, let’s take 
a look at what we 

have under our 
feet !



Gourgale cannot find the six differences 
between these two pictures. Can you help 

him?

Help Gourgale, the Siron Cat, find his way 
back to the hive.
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I’m not a mermaid,
I’m a Siron, a

«CHAT* SIRON»!

* CHAT = CAT


